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TRAC Clinical and Population Science core

Co-Directors Drs. Shah (study PI) and

Benkeser (consultant) recently visited

partners in Uganda for a large workshop

for the PROTECT study, which aims to

evaluate the impact of expanding TB

preventive treatment on TB cases and

deaths among people living with HIV. The

3-day workshop had over 50 participants

from 7 country teams in attendance,

including the US, Haiti, Kenya, Nigeria,

Ukraine, Uganda, and Zimbabwe. The study

is funded by the Gates Foundation and is

implemented by CDC Foundation, CDC,

and partners. 
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TRAC Services Highlight:

Opportunity Awards up to $4k to conduct targets and time-sensitive TB

research activities, with the expected outcomes of publications and/or grant

applications within 12 months

Travel Awards up to $4k to provide support for a TRAC investigator to travel

between Atlanta and international partner sites, for activities directly related to

the goal of submitting an NIH grant proposal within 12 months.

Xpert Review Awards up to $1k to pay for external reviews of NIH R01 proposals

created by TRAC investigators

The goal of accelerator awards is to efficiently provide small amounts of funding to

fill key funding gaps for targeted needs, and overcome barriers for critical

research.  The TRAC currently offers three categories of awards

More information about Accelerator Awards as well as how to apply can be found

HERE

Accelerator Awards

CPS Core Services

Study planning - Recruitment strategies, IRB application,

Biostats support...

Study implementation - Sample collection and storage, Follow up

procedures...

Data management and study output - Database creation and

maintenance, Data analysis...

One of the goals of the Clinical & Population Science Core (Clinical

Core) is to provide early stage investigators with TB-specific human

subjects research support from beginning to end through structured

instruction, ongoing 1:1 consultation, and hands-on training with

Core faculty.  Just a few of the core services available to members

include

A complete list of service descriptions can be found on the TRAC

website under "Resources"

Stellenbosch Univ. Animal TB Research
 The Stellenbosch University Animal TB research program take s a

multi-pronged approach to improve knowledge of the epidemiology,

pathogenesis and immunology of bovine tuberculosis (BTB). This

includes investigating the role of host genetics and immunology in

susceptibility to BTB; the genetic diversity of mycobacterial pathogens

and their impact on wildlife and livestock; and the development of

diagnostic assays for numerous host species. They produce an annual

newsletter which can be found on the TRAC website.

https://tb.emory.edu/_includes/documents/sections/accelerator-rfa.pdf
https://tb.emory.edu/_includes/documents/sections/accelerator-rfa.pdf
https://tb.emory.edu/events/tb-animal-research.html
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TRACcolades

Basic and Translational Science Core Co-Director Dr. Fred Quinn gave a
keynote address titled “Current issues and challenges relating to the
transmission, surveillance and diagnosis of zoonotic tuberculosis in
animal and human populations” at the Stellenbosch University
Biomedical Research Institute retreat on May 25, 2023.  He also served
as moderator for the National TB Conference, National TB Controllers
Association “Zoonotic TB: One Health” on June 15, 2023.

TRAC Co-Director Dr. Neel Gandhi was given the Rollins School of
Public Health Award for Senior Research Excellence in May. This is
the inaugural award ceremony for the school. 

Congratulations to TRAC international collaborator Dr. Shaheed Vally
Omar on his appointment as the Head of the Centre for Tuberculosis at
the South African National Institute for Communicable Disease (NICD).
Dr. Omar has been a Medical Scientist at the Centre for Tuberculosis
for the last decade, has been Acting Centre Head since 2022. His
appointment as Centre Head began on June 1st 2023.

Upcoming Presentations
Genomic evidence for adaptation to tuberculosis in the

Andes before European contact

Sophie K. Joseph
PhD Candidate

Friday August 18, 2023 9:00am
Zoom Link

Sophie K. Joseph is a PhD candidate in the Lindo Ancient DNA Lab
in the Department of Anthropology here at Emory University. She
specializes in both the molecular and computational aspects of
genomic research, with a primary research interests in elucidating
the effects of different evolutionary pressures on the human
genome in the context of important societal and cultural changes,
such as agriculture, life at altitude, and disease. She is particularly
interested in understanding how genetic risk factors and the
surrounding environment may have influenced disease etiologies in
past populations. 

https://zoom.us/j/98229248303
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